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190th extends the life of the “E’s”
By Master Sgt. Kevin Drewelow
& Tech. Sgt. Greg Burnetta
190th Air Refueling Wing

See “E’s” - Page 4

Enhanced Interim Repair
The 190th Maintenance Squadron along with teams from
the Air Force Reserve and Active Duty have been making

modifications to the KC-135E fleet. This modification
extends the life of the E-Models an additional five years.

(photo by: Tech Sgt. Greg Burnetta)

Air frames extended five
more years

Like homeless pets at an
animal shelter, some Air Guard
and Air Force Reserve KC-
135E Stratotankers were “rap-
idly running out of time” due to
corrosion-related structural
problems with their engine
struts.  They now have a new
lease on l i fe  thanks to  a
blended team of Air Force, Air
Guard and 190th ARW mem-
bers.

In  1981,  Boe ing re fur -
bished TF-33 engines and
struts from used airliners and
installed them on 161 ANG/
AFRC KC-135As as a less ex-
pensive alternative to the KC-
135R re-engine program.  The
TF-33s and their struts aver-
aged 60,000 hours of service
when installed, but the engine
was more fuel efficient and
created less noise and pollu-
t ion than the engine i t  re-
placed.  The Air Force redes-
ignated the modified aircraft
KC-135E.

T w e n t y
years  la ter,
severe corro-
sion became
ev ident  in
many of the
E-model en-
g ine s t ru ts
and led  to
flight restric-
t ions on af-
fec ted a i r -
craft, includ-
ing OC-135,
NKC-135, C-
135s and
other TF-33
powered air-
craft.

 Air Force and Boeing en-
gineers devised an interim re-
pa i r  tha t  must  be accom-
plished by September 2004 at
a cost of $150,000 per aircraft.
This Enhanced Interim Repair
(EIR) lifts the flight restriction
and extends the operational
l i fe  of  the a i rcraf t  for  f ive
years, at which time the air-
craft will be permanently re-
paired, re-engined or retired.

During the 2003 Air Force
Logistics Conference, Lt. Col.
Kerry Taylor, commander of

the 190 th  Main tenance
Squadron at the time of the
conference, volunteered the
190th Maintenance Squadron
to provide this Enhanced In-
terim Repair – not only for the
190th ARW but for additional
units as well.

  The Air Force approved
the 190th’s offer, in part due
to the abundant hangar space
that is available at Forbes
Field.  Master Sergeant Alan
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Commander’s Comments

Pilots are people too!
By Lt. Col. Kerry Taylor
190th Operations Group Commander

We just f inished our last
round of UPT interviews and no
one from the wing applied. The
few people I’ve talked to since
have the impression that being
selected for a pilot slot is out of
their reach. We’re not looking
for rocket scientists with thou-
sands of hours of flying experi-
ence ...

Let me tell you my story.  I
enlisted in the 190th at the age
of 18 as a crew chief on the C-
131. (There are pictures of it
around the base and the air-
plane itself is in a museum in
Florida.) I joined this unit to be
a pilot. Even though only 60
hours of college were all that
was required at the time, you
still had to be 21 years old to
attend pilot training. In those
days, there were no interview
boards. It was definitely the
“good old boy” system.

There were advantages to
crewing the C-131.  Most of the
pilots were fairly senior and,
therefore, were in command po-
sitions, so I got to know them. I
le t  the a i rcrew know that  I
wanted to be a pilot in the unit.
On their advice, I wrote a letter
to the Wing commander, Col.
Mahler, and let him know for-
mally that I had joined the unit
with the intention of becoming
a pilot.

While the commander never
acknowledged the letter I sent,
I knew that I wanted to fly. I was
a less-than-enthusiastic college

student at the time and de-
cided I was going to quit
college to take flying les-
sons. (I couldn’t afford to
pay for both.)  My grades
began to drop. My 21st
birthday came and went.
The Wing hadn’t had a pi-
lot training slot open in two
years. I was frustrated and
decided I wasn’t going to
re-enlist after my commit-
ment was up.

Shortly after my 22nd
birthday, I was awarded
Airman of the Quarter.  As
the commander presented
me with the award, he told
me that there was a pilot
s lo t  fo r  me and that  I
needed to get to personnel to
take the AFOQT and get my pa-
perwork processed to attend
pilot training.

While processing my paper-
work for pilot training, I found
out that my college grades were
too low. The minimum GPA was
2.0 and I had a 1.97. The Wing
had offered me the first pilot slot
it had in three years and I felt
like I had let them down. 

I went to Col. Mahler to tell
him of my situation. I was pre-
pared to apologize but never
got the chance. As soon as I
told him that my grades were
too low, he just said, “Well, I
guess you’l l  just have to go
back to school and raise them.
We’ll have another slot next
year.”

I couldn’t believe it. Another
chance. I went back to school and
retook several classes and stud-

ied harder for all of them. I was
able to get my GPA above a 2.0
in one semester.  Just as the
commander had said, there was
another slot the next year and I
got to experience my life dream.
And, as they say, the rest is his-
tory.

Today, I am the Operations
Group Commander — but I’m also
just a regular guy.  I have a degree
in Bakery Science and when I gradu-
ated I had a 2.47 grade point aver-
age. My AFOQT scores were aver-
age. And I didn’t have any flying time
when I started military pilot training.

No, we’re not looking for rocket
scientists with thousands of hours
of flying time... Just regular people
who are willing to do what it takes
to be a pilot. So, if you want to be
a pilot in the 190th, get to know the
aircrew. Find out what you need to
do — and then do it.

Lt. Col. Kerry Taylor
190th Operations Group Commander
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Coyotes in Kuwait

Four members of the 190th Air
Refueling Wing deployed to Ali Al
Salem AB, Kuwait in February to
suppor t  Operat ion  Endur ing
Freedom. The Kansas Coyotes
served as members of the 386th

EMSG/PERSCO Office.
The deployed 190th members

were specifically selected for this
mission due to specialized AFSC
training as Personnel Support for
Contingency Operations
(PERSCO).

Those deployed were Senior
Master Sgt. Mike Horton, Master
Sgt. Peggy Becker, Master Sgt. Rick
Meador and Senior Airman Orlando
Saucedo.  Horton and Saucedo are
members of the 190th Military Per-
sonal Flight, Meador is a member of

the 190th Headquar-
ters element and
Becker is a member
of the 190th Logistics
Readiness Squadron.

The PERSCO Of-
fice was responsible
for accountability and
support to a large mo-
bile force assigned or
processing through
Ali Al Salem Airbase.

The Coyotes du-
ties included assist-
ing Regular Air Force,
Reserve and Air Na-
tional Guard mem-
bers with promotions,
re-enlistments/exten-
sions, emergency leave and other
tasks as well as providing CENTAF
with rapidly changing strength
data.

190th deploys to Kuwait
By Senior Master Sgt. Mike Horton
190th Military Personnel Flight

Coyotes in Kuwait
Pictured (L-R): Master Sgt. Peggy Becker, Senior Master
Sgt. Mike Horton, Master Sgt. Rick Meador and Senior

Airman Orlando Saucedo.
(photo submitted)

During their deployment the Coy-
otes had the opportunity to travel to
other Kuwatian military posts as well
as the capital, Kuwait City.

Farewell to Col Fritz
190th says good-bye to Col Fritz

(photos by: Senior Master Sgt. Johnnie Johnson)
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Continued

“E’s” - From Page 1

Operation Rotten Peach

On March 24, 2004, members of
the 190th Air Refueling Wing, accom-
panied by members of the 184th Air
Refueling Wing (KS Air National
Guard), Missouri Air Guard and the
Alabama Air Guard deployed to the
CRTC, Savannah, GA.

The purpose of the exercise,
known as “Operat ion Rot ten
Peach,” was to evaluate the Abil-
i t y  to  Surv ive  and Operate
(ATSO) capabilities of the unit
and determine areas of improve-
ment in advance of the Air Mo-
b i l i t y  Command Inspector
General’s Inspection scheduled
for July.

In addit ion to the practice
IGX, unit members also attended
training classes in subjects such

as building sandbag walls, Con-
taminated Air Processing Sys-
tem (CAPS) and Post Attack
Reconnaissance (PAR) teams.

Colonel Deborah Rose, 190th

ARW Vice Commander, deployed as
the Operation’s commander and Lt.
Col. Chris Stratmann, 190th Commu-
nications Flight Commander, de-
ployed as the Exercise Evaluation
Team (EET) commander.

The EET consisted of six mem-
bers from the Missouri ANG’s Secu-
rity and Readiness Flight as well as
members from the 190th’s Readiness
Flight, including Tech. Sgt. Dusty
Nichols, 190th Readiness Manager.

Nichols served as the team’s
Noncommissioned Officer In Charge,
as well as the principle chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear instructor.

The 184th’s participants consisted
of five observers. Birmingham,

Alabama’s 117th ARW sent over 40
people as exercise participants.

Deploying for both a practice ex-
ercise and classroom training did
present a series of challenges. “We
had some scheduling difficulties, but
also had outstanding involvement,”
said Nichols.

We are three months out from our
graded IGX and this operation was
preformed in a timely manner to iden-
tify any particular areas of readiness,
which require additional training and
practice before we are graded on it,
he said.

“We (instructors and trainers)
can do our part. It’s up to unit mem-
bers to show up for their training,”
said Nichols – in anticipation of
members meeting training goals
before the July IGX.

Look for training tips and advice
in upcoming issues of the Log.

Coyotes deploy to “Savannahstan;” prepare for IGX
By Tech Sgt Greg Burnetta
190th Public Affairs

Laub was selected to serve as project officer and put the EIR process into service at Forbes
in June 2003. The Forbes EIR team initially included maintenance personnel from the 190th

ARW, Air Force Reserve and active duty Air Force.
Extreme heat generated by the engine during operation encourages the formation and

spread of corrosion in the steel components of the strut.  Years of airline and military service
have taken their toll on the engine struts.  The Air Force recently characterized the engine
strut corrosion problem as the most pressing of the structural issues facing the KC-135, the
oldest combat weapon system in the Air Force.

The project has grown from enhancing one aircraft at a time to enhancing two simulta-
neously, said Laub. He stated this was made possible by hiring twenty additional mainte-
nance group personnel, all traditional guardsmen, for an indefinite period of time as full time
technicians.

Only the Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center and Forbes Field are performing this function
Air Force / Air Guard wide.

To date, the Forbes team has repaired KC-135Es from units of the Kansas, Iowa, Pennsyl-
vania, Illinois and Maine Air National Guard.

“The 190th has always been on the cutting edge since I joined in 1984,” said Laub.
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Graduation Day

190th members receive CCAF degrees

Command Chief Spotlight
Command Chief Gary Montgomery

Main Responsibility:  Advises the Wing Commander and Senior Staff on
enlisted issues affecting the health, morale, and
welfare of the enlisted force and provides guid-
ance on enlisted issues.  Functional manager of
the First Sergeant group. Member of, and pro-
vides assistance to the Chief’s council.

Civilian Career:  Mechanical Engineering Techni-
cian, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Education:  Butner High School, North Harris
County College
Manhattan Area Technical College

Military Experience: 7-level in liquid fuels and HVAC. Served as the Civil
Engineering First Sergeant for 8 years.

Goals and Ambitions:  To be an effective voice to the Wing Commander on all
personnel issues and become familiar with all areas of the 190th.

Hobbies and Activities:  Hunting, fishing, restoring antiques, riding ATV’s and most of all, spending time with his
grandchildren.

Most Memorable 190th Moment:  Selection as the 190th ARW Command Chief.

Achievements:  190th ARW and the State of Kansas First Sergeant of the year, Topeka Chamber of Commerce Military
Person of the Year.

Base Education and Training is pleased to announce the largest graduating Community College of the Air Force
class in the history of the 190th.  The April 2004 graduates completed 4 hours of physical fitness (Basic Military Training),
24 hours of technical training, 6 hours of leadership, management, and military studies, 15 hours of program electives,
and 15 hours of general education which consisted of 3 hours each of speech, written communication, college algebra,
social science, and humanities.  Congratulations to all of the CCAF graduates.

The following Associate in Applied Science (AAS) degrees were conferred upon the following personnel

Name Degree

Master Sgt. Michaela A. Parsel Information Systems Technology
Tech. Sgt. Chad J. Bellquist Human Resource Management
Tech. Sgt. Christopher K. Dubois Aviation Maintenance Technology
Tech. Sgt. Lisa D. Everett Fitness, Recreation, & Services Management
Tech. Sgt. William S. Mick Fire Science
Tech. Sgt. Denise E. Montgomery Allied Health Science
Tech. Sgt. Connie R. Moser Health Care Management
Tech. Sgt. Connie R. Moser Human Resource Management
Staff Sgt. Brian E. Williams Mechanical & Electrical Technology
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Portrait of an Airman

ORGANIZATION: Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

JOB TITLE: Crew Chief

MAIN RESPONSIBILITY:  Making sure planes are ready for flight.
Accomplishing preflight inspections and general upkeep required to
ensure safe flying.

CIVILIAN CAREER:  Guest services associate at Hastings.

EDUCATION:  2002 graduate of Goodland high school.  Currently a
freshman at Fort Hays State University.

MILITARY EXPERIENCE:  Joined the 190th ARW Oct 03

GOALS AND AMBITIONS:  Work hard to become a Sergeant in the Air
Force.  Undecided on a college major but thinking about somewhere in
the field of psychology or business.

HOBBIES AND ACTIVITIES:  Playing basketball, X-Box games and
hanging out with friends.

MOST MEMORABLE 190TH MOMENT:  Completing basic training and finishing tech school in Wichita Falls,
TX at Sheppard Air Force Base.

Senior Airman Sean Greenlee

FYI

On Saturday, May 1 the Kansas Koyotes indoor football team will host the Kansas Coyotes at the second
annual 190th ARW night. Tickets for the May 1st game will be $11.00 (children 12 and under 1/2 price). Contact
TSgt Tina Perkins at (785) 861-4791 to purchase tickets.

The 190th Color Guard will perform during the pre-game festivities and Col. Burden will be on the field for the
coin flip prior to kick-off. Half-time activities will include the Army Jr-ROTC drill squad.

Throughout the game the 190th’s Coyote will be on hand to “howl up” the crowd.
For current and former members of the 190th Air Refueling Wing the Kansas Koyotes indoor football team

have made a special offer for the upcoming season: two plaza level seats for $190.00 or four for $308.00.
For more information contact the  Koyotes at (785) 273-8657 or visit them on-line at www.koyotesfootball.com.

Koyotes to host 190th Night on May 1

Submit application materials to the Mission Support
Group Commander by COB 2 May 2004. Materials
should include a current RIP and Resume. Must be a
Master Sgt. or promotable Tech. Sgt.

First Sgt Vacancy
190th Support Group

Maintenance Group Top
Achievers: 2nd Qtr FY 2004

SrA Christopher Overfelt: 90% (CDC 2A551)

SrA Michael Weaver: 90% (CDC 2A551)
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Coyote Cafe Menu

FYI

Chapel Hours
Protestant: 0800 - 0830

Latter Day Saints: 1100-1130
Catholic: 1345 - 1415

The Chaplain’s Office is
located on the 3rd floor

of Hangar 662.

Promotions
Saturday May 1

Main Line
Deli/Sub Sandwich

Beef Fajitas
Chicken Fajitas
Spanish Rice

Corn
Mixed Vegetables

Dinner Rolls

Short Line
Deli/Sub Sandwich buffet

Sunday May 2

Main Line
Chicken Fried Steak

Baked Fish
Mashed Potatoes

White Gravy
Egg Noodles

Carrots
Green Beans
Dinner Rolls

Short Line
Deli/Sub Sandwich buffet

Hotel for May
Holidome

Enlistments, Reenlistments, and Retirements

CMSgt
Hugh Butchel, LGS

SMSgt
Joseph Montgomery, Maint

1stLt
Michelle Neugent, Medical

MSgt
Dennis Miller, Maint.
Karl Schmidt, Maint.

SRA
Joseph Foreman, Comm.
Joseph Zimmer, Comm.

SSgt
John Johnston, LGS

Command CMSgt
Gary L Montgomery, 190TH
ARW

Retirements
CMSgt Steven D. Stucky
SMSgt John N. Dailey
MSgt Karen A. Green
MSgt Edward L. Holm

Enlistments
SSgt Tommy L. Davis
SRA Jeffery S. Ferell
SRA Michael A. Kordish Jr.
A1C Jeremy N. Bennett
A1C Alike A. Courtney
A1C Erick T. Dean
A1C Ashley N. Hastings
A1C Aaron K. Poston
A1C Latosha S. Ramos
A1C Grayden B. Tressler

Reenlistments/Extensions
CMSgt Robert G. Shows
SMSgt Charles D. Copeland
SMSgt John C. Kylen
MSgt Donald D. Coash
MSgt James H. Copeland
MSgt Stephen K. Harsha

MSgt Gary D. Holtzman
MSgt Jeff L. Marks
MSgt Mark A. Sabes
MSgt John A. Shoemaker Jr.
MSgt Grayling Vine
MSgt John E. Zobel
TSgt Robert W. Crain
TSgt Everett C. Gruver
TSgt Timothy A. Hanke
TSgt Clark A. Hansen
SSgt Janet S. Dunn
SSgt Joel F. Pascua

190th Welcomes New Chiefs

Family Readiness Dance

June 5:
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Vinewood Roadhouse

Contact Tonya VanSickle
at (785) 861-4940 for

more information.
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